CHAPTER XIV FIRST USE OF AIRCRAFT IN WAR
WRITING to his friend, Sir Horace Mann, in 1785, Horace Walpole gave expression to an unconscious prophecy : " I expect they will soon have an air fight in the clouds.'1 Nine years afterwards a French balloon saw service at the battle of Fleurus, and there has not been an important war since then without aircraft. But not until the Great War of 1914 was the prophecy literally fulfilled.
No more than a bare summary can here be given of the first occasions when balloons were used in war ; but this summary will perhaps surprise many who may have imagined that the balloons which ascended from Paris during the siege of 1870 were the first, and that nothing much was done afterwards until 1914.
1794. June 2. Ascent by French balloon during the battle of Maubeuge.
June 26.    Ascent during the battle of Fleurus.
1796. Balloons with Jourdan's army made ascents in front of Andernach and Ehrenbreitstein, and were captured by Duke Karl's Austrian army at Wiirzburg.
1798.    The first company of French Aerostiers ordered to Egypt.
Destruction of balloon materials in the battle of the Nile.
1799.    The French Aerostiers sent up several Montgolfieres from
forts in Cairo.
1849. Austrian bombardment of Venice with balloon torpedoes. At the suggestion of Uchatius, an artillery officer, the range of the besieging batteries being insufficient to bombard the town, Montgolfieres made of paper were used. Each could lift 70 Ibs., and each carried bombs weighing 30 Ibs. for thirty-three minutes. Position was chosen on the windward side. A trial balloon was liberated for a course laid out on a chart. Then a
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